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We'll Get You Back
On The Road Again!

- Dependable Claims Assistance Since 1948
Mass Repair Shop #5049

* Referred by Insurance Companies

 Written Warranty < Rentals Available

+ Convenient to MBTA Orange Line Forest Hills

Body & Paint Co. Inc

www.acmehody.com

3430 Washington St. Jamaica Plain, MA

617-922-6040




HOURS: SERVICES:
Mon-Sat 7:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. Free Parking
Sunday8 a.m. - 8 p.m. ATM

Roxbury’s Neighborhood Supermarket Tropical Foods is the
pioneer ethnic food retailer in Boston. Although it remains the
premier supermarket for Spanish, African-American, West In-
dian and African cuisine.

Great selection of ethnic produce, curries, rice, beans, and hard-
to-find ethnic specialties from around the world.

Tropical Foods commits almost 2.5% of net profits to supporting
more than 50 worthy causes in the Roxbury area each year.

Brands Bulk Fresh Meat

Seasonings

Since 1974, Tropical Foods/(El Platanero) has been the supermarket of Roxbury. Always adapting to meet its
customers' needs, Tropical Foods has earned the reputation of: having unique/hard-to-find product from the
Caribbean, Central & South America, and Africa; while also meeting Roxbury's every day grocery
needs.

In early 2015, Tropical Foods opened a brand new 27,000 sf state-of-the-art store just behind the old one. In
addition to all the same great items that were carried in the old store, the new location now has a service deli
department, a service fish department, and a bakery.

No wonder Tropical Foods/(El Platanero) is called "The Supermarket for Everyone!"

450 Melnea Cass Blvd., Roxbury, MA 02119 | 617-442-7439 | www.tropicalfoods.net
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George C. Willard Co.

Quality Workmanship Since 1873
HIC #106642

ROOFING
Asphall, slate, wood, rubber; copper

A1S0 RoorF CLEANING & EMERGENCY REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
We are a trusted company offering quality workmanship established in 1873

The Willard Company is fully licensed, trained and certified to give you the best products and

workmanship at a fair and reasonable price. We still stand behind our workmanship longer than
anyone in the industry and we pride ourselves on our service AFTER the job is complete.

781- 326-2807 « 1201 East St. Dedham, MA
www.willardco.com



Sean

FARRFEI |, e17-472-2020

EXCAVATION INC| ©17-293-7660

v’ We thoroughly analyze each project.

v We can quickly identify the best
procedures and methods for your

project.

v We provide all aspects of site
grading and development.

v We will work with you to find the
= best solutions for the often difficult

situations that can arise in

1 excavationwork.

v From large projects to small we are sure you'll

benefit from having us on your team.

FOUNDATIONS

WATER + SEWER

DRIVEWAYS

RETAINING WALLS

SNOW PLOWING

53 GILBERT ST - QUINCY, MA 02169 | www.seanfarrellexcavation.com










NOW IN ITS THIRD GENERATION, CARTMELL-DAVIS
FUNERAL HOME IS AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY-OWNED
AND OPERATED FUNERAL HOME. THE FIRM IS OWNED
AND OPERATED BY JOHN J. VINCENT, JR. AND
JEFFREY D. LAFOREST. TOGETHER THEY CONTINUE
THE LEGACY OF CARE AND COMPASSION THROUGH
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AMD UNDERSTANDING TO
SERVE THE PEOPLE OF THE GREATER PLYMOUTH
AREA AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

John J. Vincent Jr. Jeffrey D. LaForest
Funeval Divector/President .r!ﬂrr Care Coordinator/Vice President

Mary R. Aveni Heidie L. Grant

Fueneral Divector! Certified Funeral Celebrant Funeral Director! Pre-Planning Coordinator/Funeral Celebrant

Daniel R. Holland Kathy Cartmell- Sirrico

Funeral Divector/Care Center Manager Funeral Director

508-746-2162 ~ www.cartmelldavis.com ~ 508-224-2252
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LOVALHL 40 ASTIHA0D 3% &

HARWICH Ex
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HunterDouglas € Gallery HunterDouglas &

TIMELESS TRADITION | TIMELESS BEAUTY | ENDURING CRAFTSMANSHIP

Choose from thousands of designer fabines, and we'll help you create the roam of your dreams. Fram old and tired to fresh and beautiful,
we can transform your old upholstered fumiture back to the best 'like new’ condition. Let our local workroom complete your home!

Draperies » Bedding * Window Seats » Cushion Reupholstery
.
®
LS LS T

2 S0 &
-’; d » PREMIUM FABRIC «® o oeee

Chocolate Milk  Crange Seda  Tomato Juice PROTECTION SERVICE Red Wine Coffec il

Chatham | 2504 Main Street | 508.432.0558
Harwich Port | 306 Route 28 | 508.432.7712 | windowtreatmentscapecod.com

Tuesday - Friday 2 am -4 pm * Saturday 9 am-1pm

— C?Eﬂcnnsam.
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THE MEMOIR
PART ONE

Book Review X 5
C X MBINSY| MOOYg

Book Reviews by Terri Schlichenmeyer

“Cher: The Memoir Part One” by Cher
c.2024, Dey St., 413 pages

Mother knows best. At least that’s what she'd like you to think because she said it a hundred times while you were growing up
until you actually believed. One day, though, if you were lucky, you learned that Mother didn’t always know best, but she did her
best — like in the new book “Cher:The Memoir Part One” by Cher, when Mom helped make a star.
Though she doesn’t remember it, little Cheryl Sarkisian spent a few weeks in a Catholic Charities orphanage when she was tiny
because her father had disappeared and her mother couldn’t afford to take care of her. “Cheryl,” by the way, was the name on
her birth certificate, although her mother meant to name her “Cherilyn.”
That first time wasn’t the last time little Cher was left with someone other than her mother, Jackie Jean, a beautiful, talented,
struggling singer-actress whod been born into poverty and stayed there much of her life. When money was tight, she temporarily
dropped her daughter off with friends or family, or the little family moved from house to house and state to state. Along the
way, relocating in and out of California gave Cher opportunities to act, sing, and learn the art of performance, which is what she

10 savoirflairmagazine




loved best.

In the meantime, Jackie Jean married and married again,
five or six husbands in all; she changed her name to Geor-
gia, worked in the movies and on TV, gave Cher a little sister,
moved the family again, landed odd jobs, and did what it took
to keep the lights on.

As Cher grew up in the shadow of her glamorous mother, she
gained a bit of glam herself, becoming sassy and independent
and prone to separation anxiety, which she blamed on her
abandonment as a small child. In her mother’s shadow, shed
always been surrounded by movie and TV stars and, taking
acting classes, she met even more.

And then she met Salvatore “Sonny” Bono, who was a friend
before he was a lover....

So, here’s the very, very happy surprise: “Cher: The Memoir
Part One”is a downright fun book to read.

If you've ever seen author Cher in interviews or on late-night
TV, what you saw is what you get here: bald-faced truth, sar-
castic humor, sass, and no pity-partying. She tells a good story,
ending this book with her nascent movie career, and leaves
readers hanging in anticipation of the stories she’ll tell in her
next book.

The other happy surprise is that this memoir isn’t just about
her. Cher spends a good amount of the first half writing about
her mother and her grandmother, both complicated women
who fought to keep their heads and those of their offspring
above water. Readers looking between the lines will be en-
thralled.

Surely, “Cher:The Memoir Part One” is a fan’s delight, but it’s
also a great memoir for anyone who particularly loves the
genre and doesn’t mind a bit of profanity. If that’s you, then
you got this, babe.

“Low-Hanging Fruit: Sparkling
Whines, Champagne Problems, and
Pressing Issues from My Gay Agenda”
by Randy Rainbow
c.2024, St. Martin’s Press, 224 pages

Whine, whine, whine.

You got something to say, say it. Got an opinion? The world is
waiting. It doesn’t do any good to mutter, sputter, or whine when
something’s bothering you.As in the new book, “Low-Hanging
Fruit” by Randy Rainbow, take it to the complaint department.
Randy Rainbow has a lot to say, and he’s not dfraid to say it.
For starters, he’s “resigning from trying to fix you, effective im-
mediately.” Any boneheaded thing you want to do now, what-
ever. Nothing is his responsibility anymore. He has other issues

to worry about.

“The truth is,” he says,“l have a lot of complaints about many
things.”

There are right ways of doing things, he says, and there are
wrong ways, and we just all really need to know the difference
— especially if you're a “Karen.” Now, he’s compassionate if you
were born with that name, but not too much.

“Pm a flamboyant homosexual who’s lived my entire life with
the name Randy Rainbow, so you’ll get little sympathy from
me in this department.”

Other than that, you may wonder what Rainbow’s (ahem) “po-
sition” is: he’s actually thinking about running for President as
a member of “a Rainbow codlition...” He doesn’t have much
experience but, he says, if there’s one thing we've learned in
the past few years, that doesn’t matter at all. He stands on a
green platform, but he can’t ban fluorocarbons because, you
know, the hair thing and all.

Rainbow misses his twenties, old-school dating sites, hooking
up, and his former attention span. He waxes nostalgic about
the places he’s lived, including an apartment overlooking a
“fruit market.” He wonders why teenagers are sud—§:>

New York Times Besvselling Author of Pla

Ran dy Ra_l nbow

il grwith Myself

Champagne

es from My Gay Agenda
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denly “successful lifestyle gurus.” He hates when “stars begin
losing their luster” and wishes again for actors like Hayworth
and Garbo.

But, he says, “Diva-complaints aside... | really do thank God for
all the opportunities I'm given.”

So the Elephant in the Room right now might be one you’ll
(never?) vote for, but you know that author Randy Rainbow
will reliably skewer that political animal online, hilariously. The
fun-poking continues in the most deliciously snarky way in
“Low-Hanging Fruit.”

And yet, that’s not the only subject Rainbow tackles. Read-
ers who love catching his posts and videos are treated here
to a random string of observations, opinions, and rants-not-
rants with the signature sassy style they've come to expect.
What you read can be spit-out-your-wine funny sometimes,
and other times, it touches a nerve with nods toward culture,
new and old, that’ll make you nod with recognition. Nothing in
Rainbow’s path goes without sharp-edged comment, which is
exactly what you want from his books. Unexpectedly, this one
also includes a soft word or two and a few slight confessions
that are gentle and that might even make you say, “Awwww-
If you're ready for something snide and cynical that’ll make
you laugh, something that you’ll want to read aloud to a com-
panion, “Low-Hanging Fruit” is what you need. Look for this
book now, and you’ll have no complaints.

“A Little Queer Natural History”
by Josh L. Davis

c.2024, University of Chicago Press, | 28 pages
When you were a small child, someone taught you about the
birds and the bees.
It might've been a parent or other adult who explained where
babies come from or another kid who filled your head with
scary, exciting things that you believed until you learned better.
However you knew the facts of life, it changed you forever, and
in the new book, “A Little Queer Natural History” by Josh L.
Davis, there’s more to the wild story.
You are not alone. Just look around.
All kinds of creatures share the planet with us, but, in the
same way that you shouldn’t judge a person at first glance,
you can’t jump to conclusions about those creatures. That’s
especially true with sexual behavior. While we can't rightly at-
tribute human feelings or intentions to them — animals likely
don’t understand gay from straight — we may assume “that
most species of animal probably exhibit some form of queer

Book Reviews

ALITTLE B

L

npy

behavior...”

Take birds, for instance: early-twentieth-century explorers not-
ed the Adelie penguin for its male-male partnering activity.
Female Western gulls often raise their chicks with female
partners. Female pheasants may “present as males” if their
estrogen is depleted.

As for mammals, Western lowland gorillas and bonobos both
engage in sexual activity with either sex. Domestic sheep, hye-
nas, and giraffes also “could be considered to have a sexuality
that we would define as homosexual or bisexual.”

And “When it comes to sex in plants,” says Davis, “all bets
are off.”

Komodo dragons can reproduce through parthenogenesis or
without fertilization. Parrot fish are able to change sex if they
need to. Morpho butterflies are ggnandromorphs, having “both
male and female tissue within... a single individual.” Castrated
male cane toads will develop egg cells due to a “Bidder’s or-
gan.” Even dinosaurs are included in this book.

“Despite sex often being viewed as fundamental for life on
Earth,” says Davis, “there is still a lot we don’t know about it
and scientists are constantly learning more.”

When you first get “A Little Queer Natural History” in your
hands, you’ll notice how whisper-thin it feels. Don’t let that fool
you; the pages may be light, but what you’ll find is not.

No, author Josh L. Davis stuffs each entry tight with real sci-
entific information and uses actual scientific terms to do it.
There’s zero dumbing-down in that, but Davis is quick to ex-
plain terms and ideas, which helps readers to completely un-
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derstand what’s here. For sure, you’ll feel like a smarty-pants
as you make your way through this book.

Readers, however, may scratch their heads and wonder why
some of the entries are included — it may be a stretch to in-
clude fossilized creatures or male animals that care for their
offspring, for instance. Chances are that you’ll be so captured
by the knowledge in each short chapter that you won’t mind.
“A Little Queer Natural History” is a smart book, perfect for
quick reads at random at this time of year. If that’s what you
need now, enjoying it is a fact of life.

“When the Band Played On: The Life
of Randy Shilts, America’s
Trailblazing Gay Journalist”
by Michael G. Lee
c.2025, Chicago Review Press, 282 pages

You spent most of your early career playing second fiddle.

But now you've got the baton and a story to tell that people
aren’t going to want to hear, though it’s essential that they
face the music. They must know what’s happening. As in the
new book “When the Band Played On” by Michael G. Lee, this

WHEN
THE BAND
PLAYED

Life of RANDY SHILTS,
. Trai

Book Reviews

time, it’s personal.

Born in 1951 in small-town lowa, Randy Shilts was his alco-
holic, abusive mother’s third of six sons. Frustrated and drunk,
she reportedly beat Shilts almost daily when he was young;
she also called him a “sissy,” which “seemed to follow Randy
everywhere.” Perhaps because of the abuse, Shilts had to
“teach himself social graces,” developing “adultlike impassive-
ness” and “biting sarcasm,” traits that featured strongly as he
matured and became a writer. He was exploring his sexuality
then, learning “the subtleties of sexual communication” while
sleeping with women before fully coming out as gay to friends.
Nearing his twenty-first birthday, Shilts moved to Oregon to
attend college and to “allow myself love.” There, he became
somewhat of an activist before leaving San Francisco to pur-
sue journalism, focusing on stories of gay life that were “mostly
unknown to anyone outside of gay culture.”

He would bounce between Oregon and California several
times, though he never lost sight of his writing career and,
through it, his activism. In both states, Shilts reported on gay
life until he was well-known to national readers and gay influ-
encers.After San Francisco supervisor Harvey Milk was assas-
sinated, he was tapped to write Milk’s biography.

By 1982, Shilts was in love, had a book under his belt, a radio
gig, and a regular byline in a national publication reporting “on
the GRID beat,” an acronym later changed to AIDS. He was
even under contract to write a second book.

But Shilts was careless. Just once, careless.

“In hindsight,” says Lee,“... it was likely the night when Randy
crossed the line, becoming more a part of the pandemic than
just another worried bystander.”

Perhaps not surprisingly, there are two distinct audiences for
“When the Band Played On.” One type of reader will remem-
ber the AIDS crisis and the seminal book about it. The other
is too young to remember it but needs to know Randy Shilts’
place in its history.

The journey may be different, but the result is the same: au-
thor Michael G. Lee tells a complicated, still-controversial story
of Shilts and the book that made America pay attention, and
it's edgy for modern eyes. Lee clearly shows why Shilts had
fans and haters, why Shilts was who he was, and Lee keeps
some mystery in the tale: Shilts had the knowledge to keep
himself safe, but he apparently didn’t, and readers are left to
wonder why.There’s uncomfortable tension in that and a lot of
hypothetical thinking to be had.

For scholars of gay history, this is an essential book to read.
Also, for anyone too young to remember AIDS as it

was, “When the Band Played On” hits the right note.
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at Murphy’s house before they went to Kat’s parent’s place for

Book Reviews

“PIll Get Back to You”
by Becca Grischow
c.2024, Penguin Books, 320 pages
Christmas tree lots, ugh. Santa, New England, snowflakes, mis-
tletoe, blah blah blah.
The cable TV line-up is full of that stuff this time of year, but it’s
nowhere near as magical as Hollywood wants you to believe.
Honestly, thinking of romance (or the lack thereof) right now
is almost enough to bring out your humbug. Get this, though:
there’s plenty of romance to go around this Yuletide, but in
“Pll Get Back to You” by Becca Grischow, it might take some
planning to find it.
It was supposed to be a great dual-birthday celebration.
Murphy and her BFF, Kat, planned a “Blackout Wednesday” of
drinking and debauchery, followed by a sleepover and snacks

Thanksgiving. That was the plan until Kat ruined it by bringing
her new boyfriend, Daniel, along and assuming that Murphy
didn’t mind.

Murphy minded very much. She hated being the gay third-
wheel, and it was doubly annoying when they all ran into Ellie,
whod graduated a few years before Kat and Murphy.

Wait, Ellie was straight in high school, wasn’t she? Well, she
wasn’t now and when Ellie, Kat, and Daniel started comparing
notes about attending the U of lllinois, it was all Murphy could
do not to roll her eyes.

She wasn't feeling this holiday thing. She was feeling kind of
loser-ish, in fact: still living in her childhood bedroom in her
parent’s house, working a job she'd had since she was |6, still
at Community College, and failing Accounting class.

And, apparently, failing at love, too, because Ellie told Murphy
that they could be friends, and that was all. But when Murphy
realized that Ellie’s mother was the professor who was about
to fail her in Accounting class, Ellie came up with a plan.

If they could pretend to have a relationship, then maybe Ellie’s
mother would grant Ellie her dream of attending college in
New York City.And maybe she'd “play favorites” and give Mur-
phy a passing grade.

It was a weird plan. Super weird. But like romantic relation-
ships weren’t?

Alright, let’s just admit this: a book like “I'll Get Back to You™
isn’t going to change the world or influence people in high
places. It’s probably not even going to land on the bestseller
list. It's just a light, fun little story — and isn’t that what you
need during at times?

With your typical girl-meets-girl, struggle-and-argument,
wacky-plan-happy-ending format, author Becca Grischow tells
a tale of friendship and romance and growing into the place
in life that’s meant to be, which is a good but subtle reminder
for some readers who need it. Grischow gives readers a cast of
characters that are kind but authentic, fallible but trustworthy,
and mostly pretty likable, too, which makes this an easy book
to enjoy at just the right time.

If you haven’t found your Romance for this year yet, here’s one
to look for. Find “I'll Get Back to You,” and you’ll like it. Bl

BUSINESSES THAT WELCOME THE LGBTQ@+ COMMUNITY ADVERTISE IN THE

Savoirflair Magazine
SO PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
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BROOKLINE
MOVING CO.

“Nothing But Service”

Serving Brookline and beyond since 1920

PACKING - MOVING - STORAGE

~ Ask about our 3 months free storage ~

Local  Long Distance ¢ International

Residential ¢ Commercial

Boston 617-566-6922
Belmont 617-489-8090
Walpole 508-668-5124
Westwood 781-329-2090

EBB RATING

o 1]
A8

MC 586654 - USDOT 1565317 - MOPU 1178

ALSOCIATAON

www.BrooinneMoving.com
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Debsan the Decorating Store will always be

closed on Sundays to allow the Big Box Stores a competition for over 77 years. DEBSAN is a
chance to survive.
DEBSAN is a big little store in Natick Center. It

is known for having the largest selection of wall-

reliable source for wall coverings, fabrics, Ben-
jamin Moore Paints, vinyl floors, carpets, shades,
shutters and furniture reupholstery.

covering and window treatments in the east. The Come in and talk to people who know what they

staff of nine have years of experience with many are talking about
Open Monday thru Saturday 8:00 to 4:00
Located at 25 Main St. (Rt. 27) on the corner

of Main Street (Rt. 27)and Summer Street

decorative products. Four staff members have
been working at DEBSAN for over 30 years.
Great product knowledge, good prices and huge

selection have separated DEBSAN from their in downtown Natick.

Barresi Looking for new Floors in the
F lbormg Greater Bosfon Area?
IMC  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Commitment o excellence « Family owned & operated « In-house design consultants « 20 years+ experience

Ashland MA | 781-724-2900 | www. barresmoormg com
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Experience the Debsan Dé;j%%

WALLPAPER & PAINT ®* WINDOW TREATMENTS

FaBric & UPHOLSTERY ® FLOORING & CARPET

We are a full service
design center
with the best quality home
decorating products

at competitive prices.

QOOOOOOOOOOO

Our decorators have years
of experience
and are ready to work
with you to perfect
your decorating vision.

OOBOOOOOOLOO OO

Our decorators can also
consult with you in

your home.

25 Main St., Natick, MA | 508-653-1360 | Misterdebsan@yahoo.com | debsan.com
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FRAMERS’ W2RKSHOP

- SINCE 1976 - =

At Framers” Workshop you
can do your own
framing or
have us do 1t for you

DOIT
YOURSELF

Hours

';'-.. Mon-Thu 10am - 9
] Foomioam-oom FRAMING

SunctosE®® MATERIALS
CUSTOM FRAMING

617.734.4995 | 278 Washington St., Brookline Village, MA

www. framersbrookline.com

ORIENTAL RUG
SALES,
CLEANING &
REPAIR

We proudly offer an extensive range of
top-quality, natural and hand-woven
Oriental rugs, sach piece reflecting
exceptional craftsmanship and enduring
elegance.

Qur commitment 10 excellence also
Includes specialized services In rug
cleaning & meticulous repairs.

We provide cleaning and repair services at
our stare, as well as in-home
consultations, measurements and
Installations for rug purchases.

18 savoirflairmagazine

CUSTOMER

SERVICE AT

YOUR HOME
OR OURS

Rug has been a local family-owned

by the Mouradian family.

Recognized In 2024 as a Top 100 U.5.
Local Business by Yelp for customer
service, you can raly on us to assist with
all of your rug needs!

David Mouradian, Owner 0]
davem@melrosecrientalrug.com
TRA-GE5-E185 /937 Main Street, Melrose

savoirflairmagazine 18

For more than 45 years, Melrose Oriental

establishment, operated with dedication




Advanced qu'ding and Siding Co.

SERVING GREATER®BOSTON FOR OVER 35 YEARS

We_start by listening fo your unique ideas,
& prowdlng free estimates, suggesting materials
= ;qu design solutions for your
‘home build or remodel.

i

*‘;‘ﬁi COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
-Architectural | Engineering | Design | Window:

Siding | HVAC Systems | New Construction

Renovations | Remodeling | Additions

Attic and Basement Renovations

Decks | Kitchens Bathrooms

Energy Improvements

(Homeowners Tax Credit)

licensed and insured Thomas Colarusso, Owner  Julian Colarusso, Contractor

617-835-3340 | advancedbuildingcompanyinc.com
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VIDEO VIEW
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DEADLOCH

Deadloch’s Nina Oyama, Kate Box and Madeleine Sami starring in a comedy/murder mystery in a small Tasmania town

by Mark Adams

Don’t know about you, but | get so inundated with
titles to see that | often find myself forgetting about
them. So, | started a list of stuff that | definitely want
to see on Google Docs.As of now, that list runs 12
pages. When | want to watch something, | seem to
take it from the bottom of the list, leaving the ones
at the top. | should get to them mid-century. And
| have to wonder what algorithms some of these
streaming sites use to determine what to promote
on my feed. Do | really want to see the latest WWE
wrestling match? When | was a kid, | would watch
Killer Kowalski on a Saturday afternoon and get all
hot and bothered, but certainly not recently (watch-
ing wrestling, | mean, not about getting hot and both-
ered).

But | digress. Here are a couple of goodies | found
on my own, either strictly by accident or from the
myriad of emails by some of my favorite reviewers (I
only follow those who are as cranky as Moi).

“Australian Lesbians, Murder Mysteries and Hilarity.”

20 savoirflairmagazine

Now, there’s a review headline that attracted my at-
tention. It led me to a mini-series called “Deadloch,”
a town somewhere Down Under, and features a cast
of no one I've ever heard of, which was no surprise
(some of them had apparently appeared in an Auss-
ie women’s prison series called “Wentworth,” eight
seasons of which | seemed to have missed). It was
late at night, so why not? To no surprise, the headline
was correct on all counts. Created by what | learned
was a comedy duo, Kate McCartney and Kate Mc-
Lennan, | would classify it as more of a comedy than
a murder mystery.“Deadloch” the town is populated
by mostly lesbians, reason enough to give it a try,and
there are missing persons and lots of queer women
who are a laugh a minute, with a script that offends
practically everybody. What more can you ask? Ac-
tress Kate Box, who won an Aussie award as Best
Actress in a comedy and is a hoot, is married in real
life to non-binary actor Jada Alberts, who also ap-
peared on “Wentworth,” and Madeleine Sami plays

a hilarious Eddie Radcliffe, a rough and tough police



detective with a potty mouth
you have to admire. If you're of-
fended by a barrage of four-let-
ter words, avoid this. Other-
wise, it’s like nothing you've
seen on American TV, certainly
not “Law and Order.” There is
currently only one season of
|0 episodes on Prime, which | ?
binged in two days.

-J:“g

ML IR

PRiSONER: CELL BLGCK H

| was just thinking...call me

crazy, but if youre in the mood

Classic Women in Prison Series from the Early 1 980’s, Prisoner: Cell Block H

for a really good women’s prison series, check out
“Prisoner: Cell Block H.” It’s from the early 80s, and
it ran forever, but it had me hooked its entire run on
late-night TV.You can find all the episodes on You-
Tube, last | checked.

And speaking of crazy, may | suggest “The Sticky.”
Better promoted than “Deadloch,” maybe because
it's from Canada, and Canada is closer to us than
Australia; it will remind you of the “Twin Peaks” or

“Fargo” series of many years ago, and it stars the

STick®

Jamie Leigh Curtis and Margo Martindale in The Sticky

always amazing Margo Martindale as the matriarch
of a maple tree farm in Quebec and in a supporting
role Jamie Leigh Curtis plays a lesbian, mob connect-
ed hit woman. Laughs and mysteries ensue,and it’s a
great show if you've got 30 minutes to kill. Only one

season of 6 episodes, and it’s also on Prime. I

Mark Adams has been a popular contributor
to LGBTQ+ media for many years, writing
extensively on film and video of interest

to the community. You can email him at
vidioview@gmail.com with any of your
favorites for a future scribbling.
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Our LGBTQ+ Ancestors

Marsden Hartley

by Jeff Parson

Marsden Hartley (1877-1943) was a gay painter who was
an early member of Gertrude Stein’s circles in Paris, and he
was promoted by photographer and art impresario Alfred
Stieglitz, along with icons of American art, including Geor-
gia O’Keeffe. Hartley was intensely private about his personal
life and sexuality in his early work, but later in life, he took to

painting muscular and athletic young men.

Born Edmund Hartley in Maine in 1877, Marsden Hartley
had a lonely childhood. He was the youngest of nine chil-
dren. His mother died when he was eight, and his father mar-
ried a woman named Martha Marsden four years later.

When Hartley was 14, his sisters moved to Ohio, leaving him
in Maine with his father, where he worked in a shoe factory

for a year. He later recalled his New England childhood as

Madawaska, Acadian Light-Heavy, Third Arrangement 1940

(4
' a

Marsden Hartley, Photographer unknown

a time of painful loneliness and wrote in a letter to Alfred
Stieglitz that the New England accent was “a sad recollection
[that] rushed into my very flesh like sharpened knives.”

After he joined his family in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1892, Hart-
ley began his art training at the Cleveland School of Art,
where he held a scholarship. In 1898, at the age of 22, he
moved to New York City, where he took Marsden as his first
name. He studied painting at the New York School of Art
under William Merritt Chase and then attended the National
Academy of Design. Hartley was a great admirer of Albert
Pinkham Ryder and regularly visited his studio in Greenwich
Village. His friendship with Ryder and the writings of Walt
Whitman, Henry David Thoreau, and Ralph Waldo Emer-

son inspired Hartley to view art as a spiritual quest.

Hartley traveled to Europe for the first time in April 1912
and entered Gertrude Stein’s circle of avant-garde writers and
artists in Paris, where he met Pablo Picasso and Robert De-
launay and received encouragement to write and paint from
Stein, Hart Crane, and Sherwood Anderson. In April 1913,

Hartley relocated to Berlin, the capital of the German Em-
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Give Us This Day 1938

pire, where he befriended painters Wassily Kandinsky and
Franz Marc and reportedly fell in love with a German officer.
Hartley finally returned to the U.S. in 1916 after The Great
War broke out. Upon his return, Hartley painted Handsome
Drinks, which recalls the Gertrude Stein’s gatherings. From
1916 to 1921, Hartley lived and worked in Provincetown,
Bermuda, New York, and New Mexico.

In 1922, he returned to Maine and drew upon local types at
this time to create a mythic view of the state’s inhabitants as
rugged individualists. He found the ideal model in Lionel
Daigle, a French-Canadian boxer from the town of Mad-
awaska, Maine, who modeled for a series of paintings. “I have
for the first time a real live model, a magnificent young fell-
er... His body is so fine and dear I could work almost without

end from him.”

Hartley had not been overt about his sexual preference, often
redirecting attention to other aspects of his work. Still, Dai-
gle’s body allowed him to express his sexuality, and Hartley
emphasized Daigle’s strong physique, exaggerating his anat-
omy and originally painting him nude (subsequently adding
the brief covering). Ironically, critics in the 1940s applauded

the work as a display of heteronormative masculinity.

Other works, such as Portrait of a German Officer and Hand-
some Drinks, were coded ways of honoring lovers, friends,
and inspirational sources. By the time Hartley reached his
sixties, he no longer feared people’s reactions to his work. His
figure paintings of athletic, muscular males, often nude or

garbed only in briefs or thongs, became more intimate.

Hartley was plagued by poor health in the final years of his
life and died from terminal heart failure in Ellsworth, Maine,
in 1943. =
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CONTRACTING INC.

Decks ¢ Siding
Roofing * Windows
Insulation ¢ Gutters

Awarding winning company
in business since 1986

v/ All work is 100% guaranteed.

(4 Experienced Crews

¢/ Al materials are 100% guaranteed.

v/ We work year round.
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CALL TOLL FREE
For More Information

(800) 966-9238

Licensed and Insured
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Matthew K. Barison, Esq.

Criminal Defense Attorney

*District Court
*Superior Court
*Boston Municipal Court

www. matthewbarison.com

617-807-0949 (call/text)
matt@barisonlaw.com

Serving the LGBTQ+
community with Pride

Board Member:
MA LGBTQ Bar Assocaition

LGBTQ+ FRIENDLY COMPANY
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MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION
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-

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
FOUNDATION REPAIR
CHIMNEY REPAIRS & REBUILD

~ FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTION ~ o > $500 OFF

We Serve All Massachusetts Areas; North and = 388 | ANY JOB
South Shores, Eastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, | = .
Western MA, Southern NH, and Rhode Island

857-707-8551
www.baystatemasonryandconstruction.com

savoirflairmagazine 25




- P Y . = i Lar = i

Dan with Morgan on a hike in the North Lykken Trail in Palm Springs, CA, Photo by James Egan

Who Saved Who? A man and his dogs saved each other’s lives

by D. Bullen

Dan Perdios credits his dogs with saving his life. Not just because his second golden retriever, Willy, a trained
service animal, pawed at him one night when he had taken his hearing aids out to let him know that there
was a fire in the kitchen — then came to paw at him again to let him know that the burning oil Perdios had
thrown outside had caught some rags on fire on the porch.

Perdios’ golden retrievers saved his life from the despair and grief he felt as a gay man carrying an HIV+
diagnosis since 1978, managing his fragile health and watching his friends die off through the depths of the

pandemic in the 1980s.
- - ——
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Perdios had been politically active in San Francisco.
He got to know Harvey Milk in his first year there,
volunteering on his winning campaign. He marched
with Harvey in protest when Anita Bryant led a 1977
crusade to repeal a Dade County ordinance that
gave certain equal rights to homosexuals in Florida.
When Harvey Milk was assassinated, Perdios joined
30,000 other mourners in a candlelight march to San
Francisco City Hall.

For fifteen years, Perdios says, his life was consumed
by AIDS activism, joining Act Up and AIDS Watch
with Project Inform, in addition to working with
the local AIDS commission. Perdios went to schools
and Rotary clubs, talking about HIV and prospective
treatments, identifying medications, and getting them
to patients.

Perdios and his partner Rick also got a golden puppy
together in 1983, a dog they named Nicholas, after
Saint Nicholas. Rick was in law school, and the lit-
tle saint of a puppy taught Perdios the joys and re-
sponsibilities of dog ownership, first in San Francisco,
then in their house on the Russian River among the
redwoods in northern California.

Perdios says that when he met Nicholas for the first
time, “| felt like | had to get as much love in as pos-
sible right there and then before someone took him
away. | couldn’t believe he was ours.”

When HIV and recurring ear infections took Per-
dios’ hearing from him and then took his partner,
Rick, who died in 1987, Perdios says that Nicholas
got him through the worst of it. His dog was the only
thing that brought him solace. Going to bed with him
and waking up to him gave Perdios a routine that
brought him joy even in the darkest time.

When the mid-1990s brought the Cocktail, Perdios
says that he was terrified to be cast out into regular
life, free from the immediate threat of dying, but not
yet completely healthy. Here, his second golden, Wil-
ly, brought him hope that made life bearable.

“People changed when they met Willy,” Perdios says.
“Their tension would melt away, their faces would
light up.” Recognizing his dog’s gift, Perdios made it
his mission to help Willy carry his joy into the world.
Perdios needed to release the ghost of his past, so
he sold the house on the Russian River where he
had lived with Rick.“l had a hard time letting go,”
Perdios says, “but Willy was determined to drag me
into the future.” Together, they moved to the desert
in Palm Springs, east of Los Angeles, near Joshua Tree.
In addition to saving Perdios’ life from a house fire,
Willy also brought love into his life again. One day,
when Perdios took Willy to a café,Willy started beg-
ging from an attractive man seated nearby. Perdios
apologized, and the man said that he did not mind.
The two began conversing about their lives, Perdios’
activism, and James’ work as a film producer.

Soon after they met, James sadly told Perdios that he
was going to the Cape for six weeks to film “Wild
About Harry,” a true story of two dads raising teen-
age daughters in Dennis in 1973.“Can you get me a
job on the production?’ Perdios asked.“My %—_{}

Franklin with his Dads Dan and James Egan, Photo by James Egan
]
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Dan Perdios

Dan with
Franklin,
Photo by
James Egan

family has a home in Hyannis, and | know the Cape
well”

Perdios had never worked on a film before, but James
agreed to hire him as the assistant prop master, a
role in which his local knowledge would become a
huge asset. Perdios knew where to find the period
props that would give the film historical legitimacy.
At this point, Willy was about 10. On the set, he
quickly became the mascot of the production. Film-
ing a period narrative of two gay men facing dis-
crimination in the early 70s was sometimes grueling.
Fortunately,Willy became the on-set therapy dog for
actors and crew alike. He channeled his superpower
of spreading joy and lightening people’s moods.
Working on this film brought Perdios back to life. He
says it was the first time he’d worked on a project
that did not revolve around AIDS. The movie also
strengthened ties between Perdios and James, who
currently live together on the Cape (although it took
them more than ten years of periodic visits from
California to return for good).

When director Gwen Wynne wrapped the six
weeks of shooting, James, Dans, and Willy took an
extended honeymoon trip up and down the Cape,
including Nantucket. In Provincetown, Perdios met

James’ long-time friend, John Waters, who took their
—

first portrait as a couple.

Sadly, after returning to California together, Willy un-
expectedly became ill and passed away in the middle
of the Great Recession in 2008.

Perdios’ first two dogs had come from breeders,
but now Perdios wanted to give back to the golden
retriever community by rescuing one. Five months
after Willy died, he adopted Sparky, an abused, ag-
gressive, anxious, and undernourished one-year-old.
Perdios thought that love would suffice to turn the
dog around, but Morgan (they renamed him after
Captain Morgan’s Spiced Rum) lived up to his spicy
name and bit both Perdios and James over food is-
sues and showed dangerous aggression toward oth-
er dogs.

Perdios felt committed to this abused puppy, so he
did not try to rehome him. He stuck with it, but
Morgan was too unruly for the positive reinforce-
ment approach advocated by the trainer he worked
with, who had trained the dogs of well-known ce-
lebrities.

As a last resort, Perdios turned to Officer LaMaster,
a local handler who trained police dogs. LaMaster
witnessed Morgan’s outbursts around other dogs
on the first night of class. He took control of the
lead and led Morgan to a fresh dog. When Morgan
showed aggression, LaMaster checked Morgan hard
with the leash, flipping him backward. He brought
the dog back to Perdios and said he would not show
any more aggression toward other dogs. Then La-
Master barked, “And if he does, | want you to do
that! You’re in charge. Not the dog”

By learning to speak to Morgan consistently, he un-
derstood and established himself as the alpha dog of
Morgan’s pack; Perdios helped Morgan complete his
“Good Neighbor” certificate and become a certified
service animal to help compensate for Perdios’ lost
hearing.

Morgan lived a long and adventurous life for fourteen
— .
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Dan Perdios

and a half years, dying in Perdios’ arms on February
12,2022. Even though he was not ready to move on
from Morgan, six weeks later, Perdios fell immediate-
ly in love with his next rescue, Franklin,a cream-col-
ored Golden. Franklin was a six-year-old service dog
who weighed ninety-five pounds and had proved too
much for the veteran he had been assigned to. Per-
dios put him on a diet,and now that he has shed the
extra weight, Perdios says that Franklin looks sleek
like a racehorse from daily swims in the ocean and
in the bay, and he spreads joy everywhere he goes as
Goldens do.

Since early in his career, Perdios penned op-eds for
local newspapers, speaking up for those who were
too afraid or not well enough to speak for them-
selves. Unexpectedly, he found that people liked his
writing best when he wrote about his dogs. Taking

the hint, he has gone on to publish two dog books.

The first, A Golden Retriever & His Two Dads: An
Adventure on Cape Cod, offers a behind-the-scenes
look at the making of the film, “Wild About Har-
ry” The second, Rescuing Morgan, tells the story
of rescuing an abused Golden Retriever and how it
changed Perdios’ life. Perdios is currently writing a
book about Franklin, from the dog’s point of view, in
Franklin’s often-hilarious voice, and expects to pub-
lish it in the summer of 2025.

Perdios has also been using his book sales to give
back to the community that saved him.A lifelong ac-
tivist, Perdios had worked with a city councilor in
Palm Springs to start the no-kill animal shelter there,
and he has been using his readings to raise funds for
animal rescue groups. Perdios has taken his love of
nature and his dogs a step further. Now, he focuses
all his activism on the animal rights movement.

See www. rescuedbygoldens.com Il

Need an
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Professionalism, Expertise, Trust.
Make YOUR Move Today!

Give me a call to get started.

978.866.0554

e: jim.ryan@nemoves.com
w: jimryanhomes.net

G
COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Gerry's
CUSTOM CABINET

Quality Crafismanship Since 1974
CABINETS, COUNTERTOPS,
SINKS AND HARDWARE

617-972-1700 | 31 Coolidge Hill Rd., Watertown, MA

www.gerryscustomcabinet.com

savoirflairmagazine 29



PLUMBING HEATIN

=—m—

24 seavice ?23/3296

Sink, Faucer &
Toilet Repairs,
Water Heaters,
Gas Repairs,
Steam, Hot Water,
& Boiler Repairs,
Radiant Heating,
Backflow Devices,
Sprinklers,
Drain Cleaning.

CERTIFIED MASTER MASONS
STONE ¢ BRICK * TILE

PAVERS « CONCRETE

Serving the LGBTQ Community for 35 years.

Specializing in Luxury Outdoor Living Concepts.

TILE FLOORS &\WALLS - WALKWAYS & PATHS
STEPS & STAIRS - RETAINING WALLS & RAISED FLOWERBEDS
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FREE ESTIMATES 857-249-5837 * 137 Madison Ave. Quincy, MA 02169
www.oldcolonymasons.com

30 savoirflairmagazine



McDonnell

Plumbing & Heating

Lic# 17321

McDonnellPlumbing.com
781.444.7045

+ Family owned and operated since 1983

+ Proficient in all gas steam & hot water heat
* Fixture selection and installation

+ Appliance installation

* Drain Cleaning

+ Office based in Needham

* Covering Eastern MA within a 20 minle radius.
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£x 1937 OIL & PROPANE CO. Proviuceloww

Four Generations Proudly Serving

PROVINCETOWN
TRURO
WELLFLEET

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
%

Franklin Street, Provincetown

508-487-0219 + www.marceyoil.com
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE INC.
781-248-3110

“Residential and Commercial
Master Electrician, Since 1985"

Electrical panel repair, General repairs, Panel replacement or

upgrading, Outlet & switch repair, Outlet & switch installation

r |

781-246-3110 | jimhaggerty49@icloud.com
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NOTHING BUT SERVICE SINCE 1920

Local * Long Distance ¢ International

Residential - Commercial

Boston 617-566-6922
Belmont 617-489-8090
Walpole 508-668-5124
Westwood 781-329-2090

www.BrooklineMoving.com
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NORTH SHORE SCRAP STEEL

g Now you can start the process of having your precious

metals and scrap steels picked up for SCRAP. We take anything from
boilers to safes, scrap vehicles to old boat frailers! CALL US NOW

978-81 5 1893 emall northshorescrapGB@yahoo com
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THEM ARING OF PRYDE
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by D. Bullen, Photos by Robert Benson Photography
Something extraordinary is happening in the Hyde Park
neighborhood of Boston, where a few community lead-
ers have harnessed their talents to form LGBTQ Senior
Housing Inc., an organization that developed an unprec-
edented project around a simple proposition: LGBTQ se-
niors should not be isolated as they age.

This project is a labor of love for Philippe Saad, co-found-
er of the organization, the lead architect from DiMella

Shaffer Architects, an out gay man who has worked pro-

fessionally in the senior living field for years.
” says
Gretchen Van Ness, the Executive Director of LGBTQ

Senior Housing, an out lesbian Best of Boston attorney

“His love and care have renovated the building,

with experience in discrimination law, and a two-time
candidate for state office who has built extensive ties
throughout the Hyde Park community.

Van Ness was recruited into the project by retired regis-
tered nurse and licensed acupuncturist Aileen Montour,

who is a co-founder of LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. and

[ to r:Aileen Montour, President LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc., Philippe Saad, lead architect, Gretchen Van Ness, the Executive Director of LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc.
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S
served on the Immigrant Rights Working Group of RISE
(Roslindale Is for Everyone) before she saw an opportu-
nity to build LGBTQ-welcoming senior housing when the
Boston Public School system started to look for ways to
dispose of school buildings that were in disrepair.

One of these schools was the William Barton Rogers
School in Hyde Park, closed at the end of the 2015 school
year when they locked the doors and never returned. Po-
lice had used the building for training, but parts of the
building had been condemned.

LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. and Pennrose did not take
the typical real estate developers’ approach when submit-
ting their permitting applications to the state. Montour,
Van Ness, and Saad started by going to the community
to win support for the project before the proposal request
was even published in 2019 to ensure the neighborhood
would be welcoming.

In fact, the abandoned school was an ideal location. It was
within walking distance to the commercial area of River
Street, with a library across the street, so seniors would

not be isolated. LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. partnered

Outside space

O —
with community organizations, doing extensive grass-
roots work to determine what the community needed, and
they started to envision a historical adaptive reuse of the
building to include 74 units of affordable senior living for
about 100 people.

The project is not for the LGBTQ community exclusive-
ly since LGBTQ seniors are not a protected class under
Massachusetts law, so the fair housing lottery for the 74
units in the mixed-income, income-restricted building
was administered by the city of Boston and was open to
everyone.

Van Ness says that the community did not object to the
LGBTQ aspect of the project; they were much more con-
cerned about how the planned renovation would affect
parking in the neighborhood.

By the time LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. submitted a
proposal, they included 400 letters of support from the
community. They won the bid and acquired the building,
partnering with Pennrose, who had developed this type of
project in Philadelphia.

Before construction could even begin, one of \:“-:3
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The Auditorium Before and After

their first tasks was to find homes for all the desks and ta-
bles, chalkboards, and whiteboards left behind, donating

them to schools that could put them to use.

Then, they had to confront the problems with the school
building itself, which had been built in three stages in
1902, 1920, and 1930. Parts of the building had been con-
demned, but the renovation was compounded by the fact
that the building is a historical landmark, so LGBTQ Se-

nior Housing Inc., Pennrose, and DiMella Shaffer had to

work with the National Park Services (NPS) to preserve

Hallway Before and After

the historic fabric of the property. This meant including
chalkboards in kitchens and living rooms and occasional-
ly as headboards in bedrooms, in addition to retaining his-
toric millwork and drawers appearing in living rooms and
bedrooms. Pieces of the school hallways, including bells,
were also preserved. One of Saad’s design challenges was
to incorporate the numerous doors into the design since
each classroom had two doors, but most of those doors
would not be needed. The solution: functional doors were
painted in bright colors, whereas no longer functional

doors were painted to match the walls.

o
.L_ F
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The renovation also had to preserve historic interior mold-

ings, which were removed so that the interior walls could
be disassembled down to the brick. Insulation was added
to make the building airtight. New drywall was added,
and the historic moldings were reinstalled to meet NPS
regulations, LEED gold standard, and FitWell healthy
building standards.

In addition to senior housing, the community wanted a
place that would honor the 54th Regiment, the first all-
black Regiment in the Civil War, which mustered in Hyde
Park — celebrated in the movie Glory. So accommodations

had to be made to house the implements, historical pa-

Interior Common Space

THE MAKING OF PRYDE
1,000-fold.
The renovation divided the 100,000 sq ft building into two
sections: a residential side and 10,000 sq ft of community
space — with security between them so that the residences
— with units ranging from 380 sqft studios up to 900 sqft
two-bedrooms— are not accessible to the public.
Residential units were designed around the concept that
LGBTQ seniors should be able to age in place, with ac-
commodations for nurses or caregivers. There are also
two-bedroom apartments for applicants who do not have
partners or spouses but have lived all their lives with a

roommate.

I Ifmia
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—
o I
e ]

pers, uniforms, and tents stored in members’ garages and
basements.

The school building was not simply being renovated; it
was being repurposed, transitioning from daytime use as
a school to 24x7 use as a residence. This was a complex
transition. The school was not accessible, as there were
numerous steps for elevation changes and no elevators,
so Saad had to add three elevators in addition to creat-
ing accessible entrances. Today, 100% of the kitchens

and bathrooms are accessible, exceeding requirements by

The project is rainbow-themed in its design and paint
schemes, so everyone who applies understands that the
property is LGBTQ-welcoming. The doors are painted
bright colors to help with wayfinding and to eliminate
the possibility of confusion, using two-color pairs drawn
from the rainbow for each floor: red-blue, orange-purple,
pink-brown, and green-yellow. There is also a gigantic
rainbow across the community room floor to mark out a
dedicated pathway connecting the only two sep-

arated units with the elevator. E}
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Entrance Hallway

In addition to elevators, Saad added the sunroom, which
filled the building with light and modern design elements
that contrasted with the historical brick. Saad says that in
the process of learning about the population, they found
that the LGBTQ population they spoke to did not all want
to be visible all the time. However, there was still a need
for a space that brings people together, a magnet that en-
courages socialization. For this reason, the sunroom has
an informal feel, with built-in flexibility, including nooks
for reading and hubs for socializing, in a free-flowing, in-
formal space.

The window-filled sunroom also provided residents with
a relationship to the grounds outside, designed by inter-
national design firm Mikyoung Kim Design, where the
parking lot and playground have been turned into a court-
yard with chess tables and nooks for visiting as well as
raised beds for residents who would like to garden.

A unique element in this project is a 10,000 sq ft commu-
nity center that ties the Pryde closely to the Hyde Park
community, with a library, art studio, and art gallery, as
well as office and conference space and a multi-purpose
room for community events such as family movie night,
or the recent three-day Ceremony of Trans Remembrance.

The building has a state-of-the-art two-way AV system for live
streaming to support a virtual community center so that events
are televised for residents, who can Zoom into events.

Van Ness says that residents who have started to move in repre-
sent a cross-section of the community, including a straight cou-
ple, Latino and Haitian grandmothers, LGBTQ individuals and
couples, as well as authors and artists. Van Ness says they have
had applications from people who attended school or worked in

the building. After only a few weeks, residents are saying that
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they never realized how depressed they were before. A trans
woman feels free to live openly. Another resident said he met
more residents in the first weekend than in the last eight years
at his previous residence. There’s a sweet irony in LGBTQ res-
idents coming back to age in a middle school, but this time
around, they can be who they want to be without the struggle
for acceptance most LGBTQ people experience as teens. In-
stead of unsympathetic principals and guidance counselors, the
property is run by a grassroots, majority-minority board of di-
rectors with a fundamental anti-racism commitment. Saad says
that they expect that the building will only get better over time
as people live there, but they are waiting to find out what needs
to come forward as The Pryde starts to be put to use. While they
hammer out self-governance models, they are planning a transit
van for demonstrations, in addition to supporting a grassroots
effort to bring a community health center to the neighborhood,
to minimize the need to travel for medical care and to bring
in services such as acupuncture and yoga. Van Ness says that
LGBTQ Senior Housing Inc. is already considering finding
other opportunities to replicate this vision in communities that
could use housing for LGBTQ seniors. Van Ness serves as a
special advisor to the Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder
Affairs, where she is formulating a five-year plan for the state
to reimage aging and dementia care state-wide.

“We’ve learned so much about systems that should be work-
ing,” Van Ness says, “for vulnerable people, elders, the dis-
abled, and members of marginalized communities. Those sys-
tems are very broken.”

The Pryde’s unique partnership between nonprofit and devel-
opment is charting a way forward for community organizations
to meet their seniors’ needs for affordable, independent living
housing while preserving the historic elements and the local ties

that support a healthy community. Bl
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Johnna Joy

designs

by Nicholas McCarty

Esty has become a showcase for talented LGBTQ+
Jewelry Designers and in Johnna Joy case also a
manufacter. With nearly a fantastic 500 pieces
on Esty, she offers a variety of unique, handmade
pieces, from crystal Pride flag earrings and D20
dice necklaces to cottagecore beard ornaments

and lightsaber bracelets. “One of my biggest goals
with the shop was to make LGBTQ+ designs that,

simply put, I wanted to wear,” Johnna tells them.
“I wanted pieces I would wear year-round, not ~Simple outfit to a whole different realm.” As
just at Pride events!” a plus-size queer person, Johnna says finding

clothing that fits well, matches your aesthet-

Since 2014, Johnna has been dreaming up new i¢, makes you feel good, and is in your budget
jewelry designs that will “take an otherwise can be difficult but “jewelry has helped \

CHRISTIAN
BAUER&

Passion for true values since 1880 | www.christianbauer.us

De51gner ]ohnna Joy, Photo Courtesy of Them

E.B. HORN

429 Washington Street, Downtown Crossing, Boston
61T 542.3902 - wwrw. ebhorn.com
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Johnna Joy

me bridge those gaps of personal expression in
such a significant way. [It’s] an incredibly pow-
erful detailing tool.”

Most of her earring wire is sterling silver or
gold-plated sterling silver, except lever-back,
hoop, and post designs, which vary. She says,
“I'm happy to work with her clients on up-
grades!”

Her necklace chain varies but is primarily ster-
ling silver, 14k yellow/rose gold-filled, or stain-
less steel. The finding (lobster clasps, jump
rings, wrapping wire) are generally gold or sil-
ver-plated metals. This works for people who
have mild to no sensitivities. She says, “she is
happy to make it 100% sterling silver or gold fill
for hyper-sensitive skin. This is not possible for
all designs, but I am happy to do what I can!”

On the flip side, She says, “I can also make most

Gold Rainbow Simple Statement earings, Photo Courtesy of Esty

5

Pride Flag Gemstone Necklaces, Solid Sterling Silver Chain

designs at a cheaper price point. If you’d like to
switch to a plated chain.”

Her community focused business model allows
for a sliding scale on many items. She says, “The
world is hard, and being a person in this econ-
omy is tough.” She believes art can help people
through hard times and likes to keep things as
accessible as possible, “if you are a low-income
person who would like to purchase something
that isn’t quite in your budget,” she is open to
sliding scale pricing. Although not available for
every single item, but the majority of items this
is.

On a personal note, Johnna is a resident of a
small but beautiful town in Iowa! I live with
my amazing kiddo and fiancé and work out of
my little basement studio! Designing is one of
my absolute favorite outlets for my mind/soul/
creative fulfillment, and I feel so grateful I have
made it by on my Etsy earnings since 2020. You

all who support my little shop quite lit- E}
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szilly give me e euEl lantic Pride (https://link-

e A thelsups tr.ee/casspride), or hours

el eet e spe ciallyiirom deep in an audiobook (it’s

my fellow queers. probably science fiction).

S e En ot de- All her designs can be

signing art and jewelry, il i B ot _

you’ll find me playing lots eTsylcomy SO

of board and card games [OyDesigne e

with family and friends,
: : header =
Vice-Admiral Holdo Arm Culffs,

organizing for Cass-At- ,
Star Wars The Last Jedi Cuff Photo Courtesy of Esty

Brandt Jewelers BUSINESSES

Whel ¢ Natlck Gets Engaged”
= F THAT WELCOME

THE LGBTQ+
COMMUNITY
ADVERTISE IN THE

Hours: - :
Monday - Friday -~ 8=
10:00 - 5:00 e
Late evening or
Sunday by appointmenjlt e

Savoirflair Magazine

(508) 653-1410 SO PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
31 Main St., Natick, MA

www.hbrandtjewelers.com
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Fruit Trays Party Platters Fruit Baskets Sandwich Platters
(781) 326-5047 220 Providence Highway Westwood, MA
(617) 436-2997 + (617) 436-3091 777 Morrissey Blvd. Dorchester, MA

VISA/MC www.lambertsfruit.com Wholesale
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EDWARD M. SIMPSON

— _CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Business and Individual Accounting
INCOME TAX SERVICE  FINANCIAL PLANNING < ELDER CARE

All Small Businees Accounting needs
QUICKBOOKS « AUDITS « PAYROLL
CASH FLOW MANAGEMENT

20 Newman Ave., Suite 9010, East Providence, Rl
(401) 434-4448 » www.edsimpsoncpa.com

(.7 COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

7 FULLY INSURED -
“ARH 3 FREE ESTIMATES

POSAL, BEMU & LLEAN OUN

DISPOSAL - DEMOLITION - CLEANOUTS ¢ ‘\
H

24
Years

PROFESSIONAL =

DEMOLITION CONTRACTOR

v Selective Demolition v Whole or Partial Cleanouts
v Trash Pick Ups v Dumpster Rentals

978-828-3398 caLL mark OR
CONTACT US AT
www.marksdisposal.com e
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Leon and Russell, White Photography

By Chloe Belle

Same-gendered weddings are far from traditional in and
of themselves. Still, the pull for a traditional event is
substantial since legal weddings have been denied to our
community for so long. That being said, not all commu-
nity members want a conventional wedding. Weddings
with unusual venues, unconventional wear, and themes
can be as creative and quirky as the couple wants. Below
are examples of approaches you might choose for your

wedding from same-gendered couples in their words.

Joe and Bill

We solemnized our own marriage and instead of a tradi-
tional reception we wrote a wedding themed trivia game.
And it was Deadpool themed. One of my coworkers even

came in full Deadpool costume!

Sandy and Diane
We’re doing a wedding at an old bank from the 1800s, the
day after Halloween romantic gothic spooky fun! We're

both super queer, super nonbinary, and very genderless!

Jill and Deb

Instead of a cake cutting later in the reception, we did a
pizza cutting to start our reception. (Our first date was
at a pizza place). Instead of a guestbook or photo booth,
we hired a silhouette artist because we love classic amuse-
ment parks and got our silhouette cut on our first trip to
a theme park together. It seems like you're already doing
this, but just think of things personal to your story, and

add it in! Food, music, activities, clothes, mementos...

Jane and Harriet

We had a gelato Vespa and a little prosecco truck around
the dancing instead of a cake (did a small, but very over
the top, Tuscan wedding). My wife wore a white suit from
Knot Standard, my dress was white. We both wore Gucci
shoes (we were in Italy, we committed to that apparently).
Our florist spoke to us each to make bouquets that com-
plimented our florals, but were totally unique to each of

us. We had a quartet for ceremony and cocktail hour.
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Since 1923

Bonardi’s

Wedding Tuxedo Specialist
Suit Rentals and Sales

P\
Wedding Tuxedos
Suit & Tuxedos Rentals
Worldwide Service

Dressing Men For

Special Occasions '

. Womens tuxedos also available) |

|
;|

Worcester * Milford Sturbridge
800.752.4036 | www.bonardis.com
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Unconvential M/M

Joan and Heather

We had a mixed gender bridal party and everyone wore
suits, so my wife was the only one in a dress. Each suit
was a different complementary color based on their role
in the wedding. Everyone, including my wife and I, wore
sneakers. We had ours custom made based on a couple
of our favorite comic book characters. We had our first
look photos at a comic book store. We had a full march-
ing band lead us into our grand entrance for reception.
We had a drag performance during the reception. We
had a taco truck pull up for a couple hours for a late
night snack. This was probably one of our guests favor-
ite non-traditional elements. Our bachelorette parties
were in the same city over the same weekend. All of our
activities were separate except for one night where both
crews came together for a super party. Everyone in the
bridal party was an adult, including the flower girls and
ring bearer. We had a circular stage in the center of the
room with a connected runway for the ceremony so we

were surrounded by everyone instead of in the front of

the room. We did a tasting ceremony with bitter, sweet,
spicy, and sour shots that we took during our ceremony
to represent the different “tastes” of moments we’ll expe-

rience during marriage.

Tom and Matt

My husband and I did ours in our back yard ... and yes
what I am about to write sounds the most white trash
thing ever...

We took the trusses form a rose bush and arched it and
then tied black and purple balloons all over it, there was
black and purple streamers along the lawn chairs. Every
one wore black and purple tees and jeans or shorts . Me
and my husband had matching dragon shirts and match-
ing camo shorts. We walked down together to the song
Halo. After we were married, everyone that was there
danced to the cupid shuffle. I am a pastry chef so I made
our three tier cake that was batman and joker themed.
And we were the first gay couple in SC to get married

on the day it was passed into law ... so yeah it might have

Costumes work for this couple, Rocket Photography
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Unique outside locations for this stylish couple , Rocket Photography

been red neck . It might have been white trash. But in the
end I got to marry my best friend and we have been to-
gether a total of 14 yrs, married 7. And I wouldn’t change
it for the world.

Rosemary and Denise

We did not do garters or bouquet toss, but we had lots
of card/board games set up, a custom cornhole set with
our new last name initial on the boards, and hockey mini
sticks (she works for a big sports corporation and got her
start in her career through women’s hockey).

For the kids who came to the wedding, I gifted them
crayons and wedding themed colouring books that had
depictions of two brides in them, with no grooms/hus-
bands to be seen. The books were so cute and the kids

loved them.

June and Maria

We had a joint bridal shower in the party room at her
grandma’s condo complex. We hosted a game show where
each table competed as a team in games like jeopardy, are
you smarter than the maids of honour, etc. The shower

theme was retro/groovy, with the colours being lesbian

flag colours.The majority of our wedding registry was
camping equipment. We named one of our signature

drinks after our cat.

Sev Tps fo'e Creating an
Uncorwentiol (GETQ+ Weda’mg

1.) Rides

If the thought of arriving by limo, or sleek Rolls-Royce
to your wedding feels a little cliché, or not really you, why
not consider an entrance that’s a little more, unforgetta-
ble? You'll certainly turn some heads if you arrive by Har-
ley-Davidson! Or you're whisked off to your honeymoon
by the number 39 bus. Our rule, as long as you can get
your wedding gown on it, it’s suitable as wedding trans-

portation!

2.) A Non-Traditional Flower Girl/Boy

Not all flower girls have to be under 9, or girls for that
matter. In fact, you could have your beloved pet perform-
ing this sacred duty. Or grandma? How sweet
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Unconvential Weddin

would grandma look walking down the aisle, chucking
petals as she went! You may also have that friend who al-
ways wanted that job as a kid, but never got it... Now’s
your chance to fulfil their lifelong ambition, and make

them your grown-up flower girl.

3.) A Surprise Wedding

Just imagine your friends faces when they realise the
engagement party they've turned up to, is actually your
wedding. Wow! It would certainly be memorable.

Of all the alternative wedding ideas we’re featuring, this
could be the most controversial! As there may be some
guests who are not too keen on being kept in the dark.
However, we all know who those people are in our friend-
ship group, or family. So, either live with their disap-
pointment at not being involved, or create a little surprise
wedding planning gang, and let them help you create the
big day.

4.) Host Cocktails Instead of a Sit Down Reception

A cocktail reception with canapés is a lovely way to cele-
brate your nuptials. Without the formality of a sit-down
meal. It may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but as long as
the snacks on trays are constantly floating about. And
guests do not need to linger by the kitchen door just to
grab a morsel of food. You should see no problems. And
in fact, it’s a nice way for everyone to catch up, freely,
without feeling like they should stick to their allocated

position.

Professional Quallty Serviee

Over 20 years in business

Matthew Burt Electrical

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
No job to small « Kitchens and baths
Ceiling Fans * Recessed Lighting * New
& existing construction service upgrades

5.) Host a ‘Backyard Wedding’

We’re borrowing the phrase from our friends across the
pond, as it fits the feeling exactly. Obviously, there were a
lot of ‘backyard weddings’ during the height of Covid-19.
But post-lockdown, these smaller, more intimate at-
home celebrations are still taking place. And for the lucky
few who have had access to a large outside space, they’ve
been a godsend. As they have allowed couples to host an
outdoor wedding, that is totally there’s. Free from the
constraints wedding venues often place, and blessed with
the comfort a home provides.

These garden weddings often have a much smaller guest
count, which when you think about cost, and the fact that
you're not renting a venue and can seriously save some
money. Meaning much more wedding budget can be

used to buy a house, or splash on an epic honeymoon!

6.) The Weekday Wedding

Have you noticed that your weekend diary is looking a
little full in this year? So many weddings got delayed over
the last two years, and it’s only now that venues are start-
ing to catch up!

Weekend weddings are now hard to book for many en-
gaged couples looking to tie the knot this year. So, why
not, say hello to a Thursday celebration? Less money, less
hassle, quieter, and you'll know who really wants to come
to your wedding! Those people willing to use up their
work holidays to see you say your wedding vows, those

guys really love you!

781-589-3156  matthewburtelectrical@gmail.com
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Floral Designs by LiRog

Weddings

Transform your wedding day into a blooming
masterpiece! From enchanting bouquets to elegant

centerpieces, we'll create personalized botanical
wonders that capture your love story. We offer a full
service wedding package including a consultation, a

meeting before your wedding, and then
installation day of.

Arrangements
Elevate every moment with our exquisite floral
arrangements tailored for all of life's occasions. Wheth-
er it's a celebration, a gesture of love, or a comforting
touch during challenging times, our skilled florists craft
blooms that speak volumes, turning each occasion into
a cherished memory.

Special Events
Elevate your special events with our enchanting floral
creations. Whether it's a milestone celebration,
corporate gathering, baby shower, wedding shower, or
any noteworthy occasion, our versatile arrangements
add a touch of natural elegance to make every moment
unforgettable.

(5z1Salem Cross INN

J RESTAURANT & TAVERN

Route 9 - 260 West Main Street
West Brookfield - MA 01585

Contact Donna for more info at (508) 867-2345

or email donna@salemcrossinn.com

www.salemcrossinn.com
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C_.i. COMMONWEALTH
- MASONRY ¢ PAVING

Driveways, Private Roads, Concrete Walkways,
857-285-8308 Patios, Steps, Belgian Blocks, Walls,

. Mass Lic#186078 French Drains, Waterproofing
info@commonwealthmasonry.com Chininey Restorations

No-Fine-Print 100% ¢ One Year Guarantee®
Any size projects welcome

Complimentary Wrought lron Railing with steps
www.commonwealthmasonry.com

BUSINESSES THAT OPENLY WELCOME
OUR COMMUNITY
ADVERTISE IN THE

Suvecrttalr Magazine

617-423-1515

SO SUPPORT THEM
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Time to stop hidi 'j

dai Santora mechdme

- B e 1
Jai Santora at her shop Santora Automotives LLC, Courtesy of the Worcester Telegram

By John Axelrod

Jai Santora’s auto repair business went into a slump when she started to transition. She had not transitioned socially,
but she says that “clients, vendors, and employees had all noticed gradual changes in my appearance and how | dressed.
Appointments were being scheduled less frequently.” Santora also says that now that she was presenting as a femme,
she experienced “misogynistic attitudes that | had never experienced before,” being second-guessed about parts or
mechanical processes. “Life and running a garage had become challenging,” she says.

When reporter Meg Trogolo contacted Jai about doing a feature on her experience as a trans femme woman running
an automotive repair shop, Jai says that she was apprehensive about saying anything that would constitute coming out.
She had not yet come out formally.“l hadn’t even told my family. The only people who knew were my closest friends.”
Her original response to the reporter’s questions about coming out was hesitation until she suddenly realized it was
time to stop hiding. “l had been living in hiding my entire life,” she says. “| refused to continue living in the shadows. |
had to hold my head high and face the consequences.”

Jai wrote about the experience later, in an article for Central Mass Pride titled An Unintended Coming Out:A Story of
Triumph and Endurance. She speaks openly about her experience and says that she told the interviewer a dark joke
about checking with her insurance to make sure she was covered if her shop burned down. But says that she answered
honestly, and when the article ran, there were a few unpleasant comments on the article, but the response

was tremendously supportive. When the phone started to ring, it was not with harassment but with clients §?::b
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looking for help with their cars.

An early interest in automobiles

Jai Santora had grown up using
her interest in cars as a way to
pass in a world where her femi-
ninity made her different; she says
she remembers being “teased,
being harassed, being pushed
around...

every day,’ starting in

adolescence. She says that she
had originally fought back, but it
eventually became easier to hide.
Jai had started working on cars to
help her father, and she made it a

career. She took a technician job

in a dealership and then in a respectful family-run repair
shop, where she heard women customers’ stories about

being treated as second-class citizens in the auto repair

world.

Jai Santora, Courtesy of www.santoraautomotives.com

Santora says that, in general, peo-
ple mistrust mechanics because
they do not understand their own
cars. In automotive culture, cus-
tomers expect to be abused, over-
charged, or charged for unnec-
essary parts or repairs because
automotive knowledge is strange-
ly presumed for everyone. Even if
you are a professional in another
field, you are expected to know
about fixing your car, and if you
are not literate about automotive
systems, you are susceptible to

abuse and judgment.

Hearing these stories about customers’ experiences
made Santora want to go out on her own and run a shop

where the customers’ needs could come first. She could

earn customers’ trust by providing high-qualityx—>

24 Hour Towing & Road Serxvice

Recovery - Road Service

Low Clearance Garage Vehicles
State of the Art Video Surveillance

24 hour Service

Mﬁ%ﬁmm

(617) 522-4100

3430 WASHINGTON ST., JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130

www.stanleystowing.com
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WE HAVE HE BST PRICE!

Huge Inventory With Exceptional
Customer Service

(617) 826-5000 | 790 Pleasant St, (Route 60) Belmont, MA 02478
www. citysidesubaru.com



Online or

617-442-6600 - | Onsite Estimates

Mon-Friday
ROPJSN

8:00am-5:00pm 839 Albany St,
Your Best Choice For Full Service Collision Repairs, Refinishing And More

Boston, MA 02119

* Precise state of the art laser

* Repair your car back to manufacturer
measuring and frame

required pre-loss condition

* Highest quality BASF

Glasurit 90 line Paint products * Diagnostic equipment required to

ensure systems and mechanics operate

* Downdraft spraybooth technology as designed by the car manufactuer

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE
Full car detailing service with excellent quality and pricing * Air conditioning charging

Paintless dent removal * Protective film installations * Interior trim repairs

www.Bostonbodyworks.com
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repairs and transparent communications.

“In just a year;” she says, “I went from contemplating
whether or not to close my business to becoming the
only Gay-rahj in central Massachusetts. Customers start-
ed driving from New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is-
land, the north and south shores, and Amherst. | even
have a few customers from Provincetown.”

Santora Automotive gained a reputation as a garage
where customers could be their true selves, even if they
present other selves in other places. Santora says that
some customers will drop off their cars presenting as one
gender and pick up their cars later, presenting as another.
Santora has hired trans technicians and also had a cou-
ple of cis mechanics, who all receive training about pro-
nouns and names, working together in an environment
of customer-focused support and teamwork that has
increased her LGBTQIA2S+ customer base, in addition
to attracting “straight clients who appreciate authenticity
and honesty” It turned out that being true to herself in
her identity was also good business.

Santora says that she had also been doing herself, her two
teenage kids, and everyone around her a disservice “by
not being my authentic self and not showing people that
there is nothing wrong with who or what | am. How can
| teach my kids to grow up and be proud of themselves
when I’'m hiding who | am?”

Santora says coming out has cost her some family. Still,
she spoke out about her experience because she thought
it was important to show people that there are challeng-
es but that the benefits outweigh them and that they
were not going to ruin her life or career.

“58% of Americans,” Santora says, “will tell you they don’t
know trans people.” If they do know them, she says, they
are much more likely to support trans rights and health-
care.

“We need more visibility and representation,” Santora
says, “VWe need more people to be loud and proud, and
we need more consistency from allies,” so that the types

of discrimination Santora experiences regularly are never

Jai Santora

normalized or accepted.

“Being queer is not something to be ashamed of and hide
from, she says. “It’s a superpower that should be cele-
brated.”

Coming out turns to activism

Jai was inspired in her journey by community leader Lau-
ra Marotta, the Executive Director of the Creative Hub in
Worcester, who had been fostering marginalized commu-
nities for years. Marotta is currently breaking ground on
a $14 million center for the arts that has been 10 years in
the making, and she was recently awarded the Portraits
of Pride Founder Award in Boston, along with The Cre-
ative Hub Co-Founder Stacy Lord.

Once Jai came out through the feature article, Marotta
helped her navigate life in the public eye. When Santora
saw no recoghnition for Trans Day of Visibility in the spring
of 2023, she organized a gathering outside of Worces-
ter City Hall with guest speakers to provide visibility and
representation to whoever showed up.

This led her to establish a nonprofit this past year, Cen-
tral MA Trans Visibility, to provide visibility for the trans
community and to honor and remember those lost to
violence or suicide. The organization has received deep
support from the community, including elected officials.
Around Trans Day of Remembrance, in the fall, the group
buries bulbs in the newly developed Sever Street Park
Garden, symbolizing trans lives lost over the past year,
and they also co-organize a recognition of the day at var-
ious venues across The City of Worcester. This year is
being hosted by The YWCA of Central Mass.

Trans Day of Remembrance was founded in Massachu-
setts in 1999 to memorialize the murders of Black trans-
gender women Rita Hester and Chanelle Pickett, to re-
member and honor those lives lost to senseless violence,
and to raise awareness and promote more acceptance
and understanding of the trans/queer experience, ulti-
mately to normalize it.

In the spring, the group will co-organize Trans

Day of Visibility at a local venue.Then, once the ‘Q‘::}
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flowers bloom in all their bright glory, there will be a

gathering to celebrate the resilience, triumphs, and ac- DM]
complishments of the trans community. : ’e

Through her new nonprofit and organizations like & Auto Service

Safe Homes, Out MetroWest, Chastity Bowick Talent, TRUSTED TIRE & AUTO SERVICE
and Consulting Agency, and through the Creative Hub Your Winter Tire Headquarters!
Worcester, Santora found and helped to create a com- At Direct Tire & Auto Service, we will get your
munity that showed people that there is a place where vehicle back on the road. We will earn your

they can find other like-minded people.

trust with service excellence, smart value

She says that Worcester Queer AF’s art and fashion show , .
and our emphasis on convenience.
“originally gave me the courage to come out and to be
myself, just seeing that this was all possible right in my
. , -

own backyard.” By running Santora Automotive,and now Since 1974 we've been servicing
through her nonprofit and her community, Santora says Waterfown, MA and the surrounding areas.
that she wants to reach out to closeted trans or queer
people “and have them see the community and realize

the world isn’t half as scary as you think it is.We’re here, FesLss
and we're going to help you out and take care of you. '

TOVOTIRES

We’re a chosen family.”
Santora has started writing articles about her experi- 617-923-1800 - 126 Galen St.Watertown,MA
ences in the garage and in the nonprofit, in M www.directtire.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1934

C AVIIU)]
TRANSMISSION & AUTO CARE

FIXING CARS FG

THREE GENE

3YEAR / 100,000 MILE WARRANTY
860-953-9155 ¢« 29 Newfield Ave. Hartford, CT

www.CapitolTransmission.com
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BOSTONCA’BUYERS

Checkout These Smiles - We Have No Competition

Recently Purchased

TESLA MODEL Y AUDI A7 PORSCHE CAYMAN

CASH BUYERS FOR QUALITY VEHICLES

Boston Car Buyers is a fast, safe and competitive way fo sell your car, fruck or SUV. We close most sales
in 20 minutes and fake the hassle out of selling your vehicle privately or frading it in at a dealership.
Our sole business is to acquire vehicles in a fast and efficient manner. If you have a quality vehicle in
running order - no matter if it is a Hyundai, Porsche or anything in between, we are inferested in buying
it . Our buying agents will meet you wherever, whenever to purchase your vehicle.

Benefits of using Our Service

A SMART, HASSLE FREE WAY TO SELL

=5 v

Froo appraisal

Y G

We'N payoll your loan of laass Professional service perfonmed at your location Your personal information is kepl sale and secun

617.547.0692 | 186 Monsignor O'Brien Hwy. Cambridge, MA 02141
www.bostoncarbuyers.com
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addition to writing editorials about personal things. She
has confronted school administrators and church leaders
who knowingly or unknowingly foster and perpetuate
policies that disrespect trans and queer people, driving
them back to the closet. As a pagan practitioner for Wic-
ca, she finds peace in nature and the world’s magic and
wishes that the church hewed more closely to its own
teachings. “Jesus said that we are all children of God,” _
she says, “and | would like more religious leaders to take i _ g

oot ooronch A LGBTQ+ Friendly

Santora is considering writing an autobiography to ex-

press her unique background and experience. However, S 5 Fe I O
she acknowledges that activism and running an automo- PLUMBING AND HEATING

tive repair business can add to many conflicting demands

on her time. But she is moved by the motto that*“no one Over 15 years in Business
is free unless we're all free,” she says, “What keeps me go- No Leak too small
ing is knowing the importance of the service it provides For All Your Plumbmg Needs

for the community by offering this safe space for people

who need it B8

781.983.1858 | sferro247 @yahoo.com

LGBTQ+ Owned Local Provincetown Or1g1nals by

that work for you
Written, Edited, LinkedIN, Bios

Keyword - ATS Compliant

We serve all areas by phone or Zoom

617.549.3638

BeaconResumeBoston@Gmail.com g = = = | L &
BeaconResume.com wwwptownple1na1r1st com
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EASTERN MA EASTERN MA EASTERN MA

GLENVILLE TERRACE

QUALITY WORK .. ( P&M Locksmith )
I el Service, Inc.

45 years + o
in business

AUTO BODY

Approved By Your Insurance Company AT FAIR PRICES!

TIM'S HANDYMAN

— SR'CE , resipenTiaL I 811
umoing e rnan?en al ron.wor COMMERCIAL' AUTO
Carpentry « Remodeling + Roofing
Allston e Brighton * Brookline Welding * Drywall * Built In's + Doors Dependable - Cost-Effective
FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS Windows * Fence + Siding * Shingles
Owner has 30 years experience. 781-935-6850
Don’t get bent out of shape 6178167200 23 Everett St. Woburn, MA

just because your car is.
Straight forward and friendly service EASTERN MA
We care! Eco conscious facility. _

_ EASTERN MA
S Bl

— MOVEMENT
e17,783-1515 CHELMSFORD LAW LLC @
0 Glenville Terrace e
Allston, MA
sent A GEORGE BROOKS, ATTY.  BUY A HOME
+ REFINANCE

TAX+ ESTATE+ BUSINESS

EASTERN MA * MANY LOAN
REAL ESTATE OPTIONS
: 978-888-5969 Mobile (617) 281-3058

Skenderian 19-23 Granite St, Suite 115

Apothecary 6 Courthouse Ln. Chelmsford Braintree, MA 02169 KBevinhF’\IAannery
i, . ranch ivianager
| phone: 617-354-5600 : Kevin.flannery@movment.com  “\yrc7 i

fax: 617-492-8135 chelmsfordlawoffice.com www.movement.com\kevin.flannery

oo 3 1613 Cambridge St
www.skenderianapothecary.com Cambridge, MA 02138

A-Executive

Limousine

We get you there in style - Official

Limo Service of the Boston Bruins Ower 30 Years of the Highest
. Quality Service

Baker Street Cleaners
will Pick -up and Deliver to you!

SERVING THE ENTIRE BOSTON AREA
Finest Eco Friendly Dry Cleaning
Shirts Laundered #

Tailing & Alterations Theater & Concerts * Business

1-.'.|.'|'

Custom Painting * Interior /Exterior

e

Aroards

including Leathers & Furs Events ¢ Airport/Cruise Transfers * Power Washing
3 2020 Weddings ¢ Nights on the Town 774-836-7424
“|(617) 325-0246 Sporting Events PO BOX 1892 HYANNIS, MA 02601
—=5”| 430 Baker St.
West Roxbury
bakerstreetcleaners.com
9 F Skenderian
Apothecary

| phone: 617-354-5600
fax: 617-492-8135

- 1613 Cambridge St
www.skenderianapothecary.com ~ Cambridge, MA 02138
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Year ‘round farm vacations
whole family!
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50 The Inn at East Hill Farm
[ Q«, Troy, New Hampshire

w - east-hill-farm.com
" 1-800-242-6495
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AL BRODEUR'S AV

Collision Shop * Mechanical Shop
Vehicle Detailing * Towing

Our cars — we love them!

We rely on them, and when something goes wrong —
it upsets and disrupts our lives.

That's when you need Al Brodeur's Auto Body and Repair.

We’re manufacturer certified, specializing in collision auto body, as well as repairs, maintenance, tires, brakes, exhaust,
and much more. By combining state-of-the-art technology with unmatched craftsmanship, your car gets the best care
possible. But above all, it's our commitment to customer service that truly sets us apart. From insurance claims and repair
estimates, through final inspection, we're with you every step of the way.

At Al Brodeur's, it’s all about quality, value, and getting you back on the road with a smile.
It's no wonder our customers span generations.

(508) 485-1082 1412 S
wwuw.




j BROOKLINE
. MOVING CO.
“Nothing But Service”

Serving Brookline and beyond since 1920

PACKING - MOVING - STORAGE

~ Ask about our 3 months free storage ~

Local ¢ Long Distance e International

Residential ¢ Commercial

Boston 617-566-6922
Belmont 617-489-8090
Walpole 508-668-5124
Westwood 781-329-2090

www.BrooinneMoving.com




